Swan Hill North Primary School

28 April 2021

Issue 6

Kalori is an Aboriginal word
meaning “Message Stick”

Dear Families,
Welcome back to Term 2. It has been so nice seeing the students in their
classrooms last week getting straight back into the school day routine.
We have moved the morning bell to 8.45am this term and it has
had a positive impact on the way students come into the classroom
ready for learning. Thank you to the school community for
supporting us with this decision. If you arrive after 9am, please go
through the office and sign in. This allows us to make sure that the rolls
are marked correctly.
On Sunday I had the privilege of attending the local
ANZAC day service with the Student Leaders.
This year due to COVID our school was unable to
participate in the march. We were able to have
Lily, Van, Keisha and Asha attend and lay a
wreath from the Swan Hill North PS community.
It was nice to see many of our students down at
the service. We also commemorated ANZAC
day on Friday with a special assembly.

Assembly
This term we are resuming our weekly
assemblies in the Multi-Purpose Room.
Assemblies will take place on a Friday afternoon
at 2.45pm. We are able to welcome parents back
to assembly, we just ask that you sign in with the
QR before entering the multipurpose room.
Please note: This week’s assembly will be
at 9am, before heading off to Cross Country.
We hope many families will be able to join us
before heading down to watch the Cross
Country.
There will be NO lunch orders this Friday.

Swan Hill North Primary School
Address: 118 Chapman St, Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone: (03) 5032 4577
School Website: www.shnps.vic.edu.au

Events
It is so nice after 2020 to be
planning whole school events
again. On Friday this week we have
our students going down to Riverside Park
to compete in Cross Country. It is an expectation
that all students have a go on the day and join in
the event. Then the following week we have our
Mother’s Day activities.
Please remember next Monday is a Curriculum
Day and there are no students required at
school on this day. Have a lovely week.
Brea
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Photo day - Monday 17th May
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School Bank Details
Account Name: Swan Hill North Primary School
BSB: 063529. Account Number: 10043535
Bank: Commonwealth Bank

School Vision

We are a school where...
Students, Teachers and Parents work together
to support all students in building the knowledge
and skills needed to achieve personal success
and reach their academic and social potential.

School Mission

In our school we intend to...
Create a challenging learning environment
that encourages high expectations for success
through appropriate instruction. Promote safe,
supportive, caring and stimulating environment.
Each student’s self esteem is fostered through
positive relationships with students and staff.
We strive to have our parents, teachers and
community members actively involved in
our students’ learning.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook and you will receive
reminders of upcoming events, news, photos and
other relevant information.
Search for us under: Swan Hill North Primary School
Find us on Instagram: @swanhillnorthps

Would you like the Kalori emailed to
you?
We are now distributing the Kalori electronically!
If the school doesn’t have your current email address
please phone our office on 5032 4577 to update.

Term 2 – Lunch Order Roster
We are still in need of
volunteers to fill our lunch
order roster – please email
Belinda if you can help
Belinda.Lewis@education.
vic.gov.au or call the office
on 5032 4577. Thankyou!

Week 1 - 23th April

Monika Edwards & Narelle Pollock

Week 2 - 30th May

Cross Country – No lunch orders

Week 3 - 7th May

Jess Gray & Sarah Keighran

Week 4 - 14th May

Alanna Knee & Ellen Threadgold

Week 5 - 21st May
Week 6 - 28th May
Week 7 - 4th June
Week 8 - 11th June
Week 9 - 18th June
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Winter Sports - No lunch orders
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NAPLAN on paper –
information for parents
and carers
Your child will do the NAPLAN tests
on paper
Federal, state and territory education ministers agreed
that all schools will gradually transition from the current
paper-based NAPLAN to NAPLAN Online in order to
provide a better and more precise assessment that is
more engaging for students.
State and territory education authorities will determine
when their schools move online. The current plan is for
all schools to transition to NAPLAN Online by 2022.

Why do students do NAPLAN?
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and numeracy
skills that are essential for every child to progress
through school and life.
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual
NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
The assessment provides parents and schools with an
understanding of how individual students are performing
at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a
school’s assessment and reporting process – it does not
replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about
student performance.
NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities
and governments with information about how education
programs are working and whether young Australians
are achieving important educational outcomes in literacy
and numeracy.

What does NAPLAN assess?
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that
students are learning through their regular school
curriculum. All government and non-government
education authorities have contributed to the
development of NAPLAN materials.

2021
Students are assessed on the same literacy and
numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether
they complete the tests online or on paper. Results for
both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN
assessment scale.

What can I do to support my child?
On its own, NAPLAN is not a test that can be studied for
and students are not expected to do so.
You can support your child by reassuring them that
NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and by
reminding them on the day to simply do their best.
ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for
NAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers.
Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the types
of questions in the tests and will provide appropriate
support and guidance.
See examples of NAPLAN questions at
nap.edu.au/naplan

Participation in NAPLAN
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to
participate in the annual NAPLAN assessment. Students
with disability may qualify for adjustments that reflect the
support normally provided for classroom assessments.
You should discuss the use of any adjustments for your
child with your child’s teacher.
A student with a disability that severely limits their
capacity to participate in the assessment, or a student
who has recently arrived in Australia and has a
non-English speaking background, may be granted a
formal exemption.
Your school principal and your local test administration
authority can give you more information on special
provisions or the process required to gain a formal
exemption.

What if my child is absent from
school on NAPLAN days?
Where possible, schools may arrange for individual
students who are absent at the time of testing to
complete missed tests at another time during the
testing week.

How is my child’s performance
reported?
Individual student performance is shown on a national
achievement scale for each assessment. A result at the
national minimum standard indicates that the student
has demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills
needed to participate fully in that year level.
A NAPLAN individual student report will be issued by
your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive
a report, you should contact your child’s school.

NAPLAN timetable
The NAPLAN assessment window starts on Tuesday 11
May and finishes on Thursday 13 May 2021.
The paper test scheduling requirements are detailed in
the table below.

Paper test

How are NAPLAN results used?
•
•
•
•
•

Students and parents may use individual results to
discuss progress with teachers.
Teachers use results to better identify students
who would benefit from greater challenges or extra
support.

Schools use results to identify strengths and areas
to improve in teaching programs, and to set goals in
literacy and numeracy.
School systems use results to review programs and
support offered to schools.
The community can see average school NAPLAN
results at myschool.edu.au

Where can I get more information?
For more information about NAPLAN:
•

contact your child’s school

•

visit nap.edu.au

•

contact your local test administration authority
at nap.edu.au/TAA

To learn how ACARA handles personal information for
NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy

Tuesday
11 May

Language conventions
This test assesses spelling, grammar and punctuation

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 45 min.
Year 7: 45 min.
Year 9: 45 min.

Writing
Students are provided with a ‘writing stimulus’ (sometimes called a ‘prompt’
– an idea or topic) and asked to write a response in a particular genre
(narrative or persuasive writing)

Year 3: 40 min.
Year 5: 40 min.
Year 7: 40 min.
Year 9: 40 min.

Reading
Students read a range of informative, imaginative and persuasive texts and
answer related questions
Numeracy
This test assesses number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and
statistics and probability

Wednesday
12 May

Thursday
13 May

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 50 min.
Year 7: 65 min.
Year 9: 65 min.
Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 50 min.
Year 7: 65 min.
Year 9: 65 min.

WHY FAMILY

READING
MATTERS!

Did You Know?

Reading for pleasure is the single biggest
indicator of a child’s future success,
more than family circumstances, parents’
educational backgrounds or income. [i]

Did You Know?

Unfortunately, the number of parents who say it’s important
to read aloud with their child drops dramatically as the child
reaches 9–14 years, according to the Scholastic Kids & Family
Reading Report. When asked why, parents most commonly cite
the fact that children “can read on their own.” But older kids
treasure read-aloud time with their parents, too. Eighty-five
percent of children ages 6-14 who have been read aloud to said
they loved it. [ii]

Did You Know?

A national survey found that excessive screen
time has had a profound impact on Australian
school students, making them more distracted
and tired, and less ready to learn. [iii]
[i] Organisation for Economic Co-Operation & Development (2012), Let’s Read Them a Story! The Parent Factor in Education, PISA, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264176232-en.
[ii] The Kids & Family Reading Report 7th Edition Finding Their Story https://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/rise-of-read-aloud.html
[iii] Growing Up Digital Australia Phase 1 Results: How screen-based technologies are impacting school students | Gonski Institute for Education UNSW Sydney

31 DAY READING CHALLENGE Scholastic.com.au/NFRM

WHAT KIND OF BOOKS DOES YOUR CHILD LIKE TO

READ FOR FUN?

Use this guide to pick out books for kids of all ages and interests.

Enter a land of make believe

Go on an adventure

Stories about family
and school
It's all about the
illustrations

Laugh out loud!

learn about the past
Fantasy and thrillers!
Learn something new!

AGES 3-7

AGES 7-10

AGES 10-12

AGES 12-14+

Find these books and more on

and

SCHOLASTIC

Take the

31 READING

DAY
Dear Families,

Challenge

Hey Kids!

We are celebrating 25 years of
families reading together with
National Family Reading Month.
Making family reading a routine is a vital way
to help your child become a lifelong reader.
This May, we ask families to accept the
31 Day Reading Challenge to rocket into
reading success.

Colour in a book on the Reading Rocket to
log each day you read in May and blast-off
into a galaxy of endless stories and adventures!

Read every day in May with your child to
establish solid reading habits and routines
that can be used all year long to grow strong
readers.

How to participate:

1
2
3

COMMIT to the 31 Day Reading Challenge
Sign up at: scholastic.com.au/NFRM
 RACK your reading progress on the
T
Reading Rocket Log
 OLLOW along at
F
scholastic.com.au/NFRM and
@ScholasticAustralia
@scholastic_au

This year, children’s book author
and illustrator Philip Bunting is
the official ambassador for NFRM!

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED
Family Name

Take the reading challenge and make reading with your child a daily routine!

scholastic.com.au/NFRM

Bringing Up Great Kids

Swan Hill and surrounding community
Expressions of interest are being sought for participation in a FREE course.
The course is especially suitable for parents of young to middle years
children and will run on Tuesdays for seven weeks.
Dates:

4, 11, 18 & 25 May, 1, 8 & 15 June 2021
Venue: Pint Size Play - 109 Campbell St Swan Hill
Child minding available for both 1:30-3:30pm & 7-9pm groups.

Bringing Up Great Kids is an Australian Childhood Foundation Program that has assisted
many parents and their children over the past ten years and has been recently revised to
include new research.
You will learn about brain development, children’s emotions and the significance of the
parent child relationship for family mental health and wellbeing.
It is a reflective course that helps parents develop an understanding of why they parent
the way they do, what they like and want to continue with, as well as what they don’t like
and want to leave in the past.
To express interest in the course please
contact :
Leah Farrow on 0428 119 857 or
Emelia Bett on 0458 044 476

